REMARKS 

Applicant, by the amendments presented above, has made a concerted effort to present 
claims which more clearly define over the prior art of record, and thus to place this case in 
condition for allowance. 

Currently, claims 6-14, 18-50, 54-56, 85 and 86 are pending. Claims 85 and 86 were 
added in this Amendment. Claims 15-17 and 51-53 were canceled without prejudice in this 
Amendment. Claims 1-5 and 57-84 were canceled in this Amendment and Applicants reserve 
the right to file divisional applications on these claims. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The Examiner indicated that claims 21-37 are allowed, and that claims 12, 13, 15-17, 19, 
20, 48-53, 55 and 56 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Independent claim 6 has been amended to include the limitations previously provided in 
claim 17, except that "speech synthesizing means" has been changed to "speech synthesizer". 
Independent claim 38 has been amended to include the limitations previously provided in claim 
53, except that "speech synthesizing means" has been changed to "speech synthesizer". 
Applicant submits that this change does not effect the allowability of claims 6 and 38. 
Reconsideration and allowance is requested. 

Claims 12, 13, 19 and 20 have been rewritten in independent form and include all of the 
limitations found in claim 6 prior to the present Amendment. Applicant submits that these 
claims are in condition for allowance. 



Claim 21 which had been found to be allowable has been amended to avoid a possible 
§112 rejection of the dependent claims. 

Claims 48, 49, 55 and 56 have been rewritten in independent form and include all of the 
limitations found in claim 38 prior to the present Amendment. Applicant submits that these 
claims are in condition for allowance. 

The remaining pending claims are dependent upon one of these independent claims. 
Therefore, Applicants submit that these dependent claims are in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration and allowance is requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §102 

Claims 6-10, 14, 18, 38-47 and 54 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by United States Patent No. 5,992,742 to Sullivan et al. Independent claims 6 and 38 
have been amended to contain subject matter which the Examiner found to be allowable. 
Therefore, Applicants submit that this rejection is moot. 

Information Disclosure Statements 

Applicants submitted Information Disclosure Statements on April 3, 2002, June 20, 2001, 
June 18, 2001 and April 12, 2001. Copies of the Information Disclosure Statements are 
enclosed, along with copies of the return postcards received from the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office indicating that the Information Disclosure Statements were received. Because 
these Information Disclosure Statements were timely submitted, consideration of same is 
requested and return of the initialed Form PTO 1449 is requested. 



In view of the above Amendments and Remarks, Applicant respectfully submits that the 
claims of the application are allowable over the rejections of the Examiner. Should the Examiner 
have any questions regarding this Amendment, the Examiner is invited to contact one of the 
undersigned attorneys at (312) 704-1890. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated:^ ^^^^ £ 3 ^ £ao/ By: 





A. Blackstone, Jr., Reg. No. 25,156 
L. Palomar, Reg. No. 37,903 

TREXLER, BUSHNELL, GIANGIORGI 
BLACKSTONE & MARR, LTD. 
105 W. Adams Street 
Suite 3600 

Chicago, Illinois 60603 
(312) 704-1890 
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material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 
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Sir 



In accordance with Applicant's duty of candor under 37 CFR §1.56 and in compliance 



with 37 CFR § 1 .97 and §1 .98, Applicant is not aware of any material prior art but, in an 
abundance of caution and candor, Applicant submits the present Information Disclosure 
Statement. A copy of each of the listed references is included herewith. This Information 
Disclosure Statement and the enclosures constitute a bona fide attempt to comply with 37 CFR 
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./ 

* In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.97, the presentation of this information shall not be 
construed as, a representation that no other material information as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56 
exists, or as an admission that the information cited in this statement is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1 .56. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before receipt of a first Office 
Action and within three (3) months of the citation of these references by the Examiner in the 
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